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The Hermitage Museum has always been pleased to present itself in Kaliningrad via its 

collections of amber. This time they are archaeological collections. Amber is a miracle that 

stays still; it lives on even after burial in the ground. Many civilizations attracted by its luminous 

quality and inspired by its appearance have adapted it to their tastes and attitudes. Many 

cultures have favoured amber on a par with their most valued gems, but amber has proved 

to be superior. It is a living gem and will remain so forever. It is a warm gem, sharing its 

warmth with the wearer. Amber is present in the best of our collections and originates from 

our foremost excavations, those of settlements and well-known burial grounds in the European 

forest zone, the Caucasus, the Scythian world, Siberia, the Altai region and Central Asia. 

Far and wide, amber used to be part of buried treasures and was prominent in magic rituals. 

It was believed to protect its owner, keep the enemy at bay and help in contacting ancestors.

Amber has been discovered in the form of crude figurines and pendants full of an inner 

force. Combining effectively with gemstones and glass, amber was used to embellish elaborate 

artifacts made from valuable metals. It is the keeper of sunlight and the memories of its owners 

and wearers. It is capable of handing down these memories to us.

Amber is both an elegant adornment and a rich archaeological source. It introduces us 

to a very special world, a world that had a keen awareness and direct experience of amber. 

The current exhibition can be seen as a map of that world. This map is now back to the 

Amber Land.

Welcome!

LOUmdOo�NOPQRPSTUVu
Director of the State Hermitage Museum
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